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If there is to be any effective advance at all, it can only be
secured by reasonable cooperation Irrational demands
"for the moon.", as I have put it, can only end in futility and
confusion, and we may as well face that ceitainty from the
first."

The Decentralisation Commission commenced its work
towards the end of 1907, toured India in the cold weather
of 1907-08, covering about 12,300 miles, and examined 307
witnesses, including 119 non-officials. The Commission
visited all the Provincial headquarters, obtained a statement
of views and proposals from each Provincial Government
and examined a large number of high officials who could
speak on matters of general policy. The Commission also
examined officials connected with District administration,
including a large number of Indians. Invitations were ex-
tended through the Press, or direct by the Commission, to
persons who could give useful views on subjects under con-
sideration.

With the completion of the work of examination of wit-
nesses and collection of data, the Commission proceeded to
England in the summer of 1908 to prepare its Report and
wind up its affairs. The Report of the Commission publish-
ed towards the end of 1908 contained inter alia the follow-
ing important recommendations :

(1)   That the principles of Land Revenue assessments
should be settled by law, instead of being left to
executive order.

(2)   That Government in the larger Provinces should
consist of a Governor and not less than four mem-
bers, including qualified Indian members.

(3)   That village Panchayats should be created,  and
should decide petty cases, execute minor village